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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Applicant's application filed September 18, 

2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said contact sensing means" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kimchy et al. (WO 02/16965, hereafter Kimchy). 

With respect to independent Claim 1, Kimchy discloses a radiation flux imaging 
system (Fig. 12) comprising: non-imaging radiation detection means 202; position 
sensing means 204, to detect the position and orientation of said radiation detection 
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means; processing means 212 to process position and orientation data from said 
position sensing means, tlie presence or absence of contact from contact sensing 
means (page 35 lines 26-30) and local radiation flux from said radiation detection 
means to determine the surface geometry of a surface to be imaged and the 
corresponding field of radiation flux (page 49 lines 12-18); and display means 214, to 
display said geometry and radiation flux field to a user. 

With respect to Claim 2, Kimchy discloses a contact sensing means to detect 
contact of said radiation detection means with a surface to be imaged (page 35 lines 26- 
30). 

With respect to Claim 3, Kimchy discloses processing means further includes 
means to identify positions corresponding to inadequate data collection, and means to 
communicate those positions to a user, in use (page 49 line 12 - page 50 line 18). 

With respect to Claim 4, Kimchy discloses means to bias said radiation detection 
means away from a surface to be imaged, and processing means to calculate the depth 
of a radiation source below said surface to be imaged by comparison of the local 
radiation flux in the biased and unbiased positions (page 57 line 10 - page 58 line 16). 

With respect to Claim 5, Kimchy discloses means to mark the surface to be 
imaged (page 49 lines 12-18). 

With respect to Claim 7, Kimchy discloses the position sensing means comprises 
a plurality of position sensing means, fixed relative to each other, and the processing 
means further comprises means to compare the measured relative positions of the said 
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plurality of position sensing means, thereby providing an identification of position 
measurement errors (page 45 line 6 - page 46 line 9). 

With respect to Claim 8, Kimchy discloses the processing means identifies any 
radioactive source with an activity above a pre-set level and displays the position (s) of 
those/or that radioactive source (s) on the display means (page 23 line 10 - page 24 
line 15). 

With respect to Claim 9, Kimchy discloses the pre-set level is determined by the 
processing means and is a proportion of the activity level from the radioactive source 
with the highest activity level (page 48 line 3 and figs. 27a-g). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINDY VU whose telephone number is (571)272-8539. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on 571-272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

mv 

/David P. Porta/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2884 



